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to their task until they ere rewarded,
until they win out from this disastrous
conflict, not only for the benefit of Aus-
tralia, but to make this world a better
place for all mankind.

On motion by Mr. Gilehrist, debate
adjourned.

BILL—SUPPLY, £1,409,300.

Returned from the Council without
amendment.

House adjourned at 10-35 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Report
of the Trustees under the Public Educa-
tion Endowment Act, 1909, to 31st Decem-
ber, 1914. 2, Return of receipts and ex-
renditure of the Western Australian Gov-
ernment railways for the quarier ended
30th June, 1915. 3, Return under Sec-
tions 54 and 83 of the Government Rail-
ways Act, 1904, for the guarter ended
30th June, 1915. 4, Papers referring to
the retirement of Mr. C. F. Gale, late
Chief Protector of Aborigines (ordered
on motion by Hon. W. Kingsmill}.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY — PRESENTA-
TION.

The PRESIDIENT: T have to announce
to hon, members that 1 presented the Ad-
dress-in-reply to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor to-day, and that His Excellency has
been pleased to send the following lelter:

Mr. President and hon. members of
the Legislalive Council,—In the name
and on behalf of His Most Gracious

Majesty the King, T thauk you for vour

Address, Farry Barron, Governor, 5th

August, 1915.

—F0o0D AND DRUG RE-
GULATIONS.

Hon, W, KINGSMILL asked the Col-
onial Seeretary: In conneetion with the
amended regulations nnder the Health
Act laid on the table on the 29th ultimo,
does part (e} of sub-paragraph 1 of para-
graph 4, as amended, apply to foods and
drugs or to foods only?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: The regulation 1eferred to applies
to fuods anly.

QUESTION

QUESTION—EDUCATIONAL,
SCHOOL STAFIS, HOURS, ETC.
Hon. H, P. COLEBATCH asked the
Colonial Secretary: 1, Is it a fael that
wlen the Government—in connection with
the 7.80 per cent. reduction of salaries—
decided to close the State schools on one
day in each three weeks, the staffs of the
Perth Modern School and the Kalgoorlie
Becondary School infimated their desire
to work full time irrespective of the ques-
tion of salaries? 2, If so, was such offer
accepted? 3, If not, why not?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, No. 2 and 3, Answered by No.
1.

QUESTION—LAND RESUMPTION,
CLAIMS,

Hon, H, CARSON asked the Colonial
Secrefary : 1, What is the total amount of
claims the Government have received for
resumed lands for the last four years?
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2, What amount did the Government offer
in seitlement of these claims? 3, What
amount. has been patd?

The COLONIAL - SECRETARY ve-
plied: 1, 2, and 3, The information desired
by the hon, member will be furnished in
the form of a return, which will be laid
on the Table of the House.

QUESTION—PIPE MANUFACTURE.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER asked the Colo-
nial Seerefary: 1, (a} Is it a faet that
the State Implement Works have been
and are still making pipes for the Met-
ropolitan Water Supply at £9 10s. per
ton with the cost of iron at from £5 to £5
5s. per ton? (b) And that the Imple-
ment Works also entered into a coniract
or arrangement to supply Nevanas, Lid,,
about 1,000 tons of pipes at £9 5s. per
ton with iron eosting £5 5s. per ton? 2,
Has a contraet heen lek to Monte~!":
Bros. for the supply of pipes at £10 13s.
per ton with iron costing only £4 4s, per
ton, and also provision made in such con-
tract whereby the eontraet price aulo-

matically increases with the eost of iron? -

3, Is it not a faet that the Tmplement
Works in tendering at £9 5s. and £8 10s,
after allowing for depreciation and all
proper charges, make a net profit of 20s.
per ton with iron at £5 5s. per ton? 4,
Why were increased prices paid to Mon-
teath Bros., more especially in view of
the late manager’s remonstrance abont
the matter to the Under Seecretary for
Public Warks?

The COLONTAL BSECRETARY ve-
plied: 1, The Implement Works are not
making pipes for the Metropolitan Water
Supply at £8 10s, per ton with eost of
iron at £5 to £5 5s. per ton. The late
manager quoted Nevanas & Co. for the
supply of 5Hin. pipes at £9 3s. per ton
delivered at ship’s side, Fremantle, with
iron costing approximately £5 2s. per ton,
and a substantial loss would have resulted
if contract had been completed at this
price. 2, Yes, vertically cast pipes. 3,
No. 4, Vertical east pipes are superior in
those east on the bank, and Monteath
Bros. possessed the only plant in the
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State for vertieal easting, such method
heing necessary for pipes Sin. and over.
The contraet with JAonteath Bros, was
signed on the 13th Jannary, 1915, and
the late manager’s eriticism Lhereon was
dated the 23rd February, 1915. This eriti-
cism  was based on false premises, in that
the Tmplement Works were not makin
vertical east pipes.

24
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QUESTTON—DEFENCE DEPART-
MENT, REPRESENTATION.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTEXQOM (with-
oul nofice) asked the Colonial Secre-
tary: TIs there any officer eonnected with
the State Public Serviece whe represents
the Defence Department of the Federal
Government hera?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: I have never heard of any State
officer representing the Defence Depart-
12:loin Western Auvstralia,

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

The Colonial Secretary and the
Address-in-reply.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (EHon.
J. ML Drew—Central) [4.35]: The de-
bate on the Address-in-reply fcrminated
somewhat unexpectedly last night, and
I did not then have with me information
which T desired to place at the disposal
of hon. members in connection with a
number of important guestions which
were discussed during the debate. 1
would like, therefore, with your permis-
sion, Sir, to make a brief staiement con-
veving this information.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. the Min-
ister enn make the statement, but as he
does not intend to conelude with a motion
threre can be no debate upon it.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Can the
Minister make a statement whieh can-
not be econtradieted?

The PRESIDENT : THon. members
will have no opportunity on (his oeca-
sion. The Minister is simply volunteer-
ing information for the benefit of hon.
members,
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Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Only in-
formation?

The PRESIDENT: Yes.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Ido
not intend to make any speech. I under-
stood that hon. members required some
information. I have endeavoured to oh-
tain it as far as possible, and I there-
fore propose to give it to the Honse. Mr,
Colebateh said—‘‘The sawmills were
established primarily for the purpose of
supplying sleepers for the Trans-Aus-
tralian railway. T take it those slespers
have been supplied and the contract ter-
minated. Still we are faced with a de-
ficit.’” The answer to that is that the
contract which was entered into with the
Fisher Ministry was cancelled by the
Cook Minisiry. That eontrast was for
the delivery of 1.400,000 powellised
karri sleepers. The total quantity sup-
plied for the Trans-Australian railway
since the original eontract was eancelled
is 469,542 sleepers or 930,158 fewer than
was previously agreed upon. With re-
gard fo the opevations of the sawmills,
the balance sheet for the year ended
June 30th, 1914, was presented to Par-
linment last session, and a profit was
therein shown. The Under Seeretary for
Works tells me I will be safe in giving
the House an assurance that the opera-
tions of the sawmilling and timber husi-
ness of the Government for the financial
vear just closed will show a substantial
profit.  The hen. Mr. Colebateh stated
that a number of railways had been hung
up in order that the Fsperance Railway
might proceed. Tle mentioned the Kon-
dinin, Bolgart, and Mt. XMarshall lines.
In reference to the Kondinin railway, it
was passed by this House subseguently to
the Esperance line—seven days later, to
be precise. Regarding the Esperance
railway, the present position is that an
engineer and a surveyor are now at Fs-
perance. the engineer engazed on prepar-
ing a receiving depot for material and
plant and the survevor in surveying the
halance of the line to connect up with the
proposed new terminus. Steps are also
heing taken to ascertain from the State
Steamship Serviee means wherehy sleep-
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ers ean be sent forward. Tenders for
Ppermanent way material have been re-
ceived, and ore now under consideration.
0Of the 30 miles of the Bolgart extension
authorised by Parliament, the first 15
miles are under construction, and it is
certain” that the rails can be laid in ample
time to deal with the coming harvest. The
construction of the Wyaleatehem-Mi.
Marshall line has proeeeded to the extent
that the rails have been laid for 28 miles,
and trafliic is now being carrvied over that
length, Authority has been issued to com-
plete the laying of rails to the terminus—
53 miles—and it is eonfidently expected
that the line wiil be laid right through
before the end of Decemher. There are
U8 men at present emploved on this line.
\With reference to the Wyndham freezing
works, Nevanas and Co., who were recom-
mended by the Agent General, were ap-
pointed by the Government to report and
aclvise on freezing works for the North-
West, and afterwards to prepare plans.
The report was made and the plans were
prepared.  The cosi of the works esti-
mated by AMr. Nevanas was approximately
£50,000 below the departmental estimate.
The department said it conld not he done
at the figure stated by Mr. Nevanas. Mr.
Nevanas said it eould, and ultimately said
his company would be prepared to do it
far the amount, The matter was referred
to a board of departmental officers, and
the board strongly recommended that Mr.
Nevanas’s offer be accepted. The Govern-
ment decided to accept it under certain
conditions, The works had to be com-
Pleted within 12 months from the 1st May
lust, so as to be able to deal with next
seasan’s stoek. Mr. Nevanas had intended
to get over the difficulty of delay and ex-
pense in  unloading at Wyndham—as
pointed ont by Mr. Holmes—by secoring
u store ship, hat his efforts in that diree-
tion were not suceessful. He also wished
the Government to make special efforts
lo assist him in the conveyance of
material to Wyndham, but as this was
not convenient to the Sfate Steam-
ghip Service the request conld not be
complied with. A quantity of Mr.
Nevanas's material was hung up at
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Fremantle in vonsequence. Delays arose
which showed that it would be impossible
for Mr. Nevanas to complete the work by
the 1st May next. One of the conditions
of the preliminary agreement was that
Mr. Nevanas’s company -had power to
enter inle such a contract. 'The opimon
of the Solicitor General, after an examina-
tion of the memerandum of assoeiation.
was that it had no such power. The Gov-
ernment then decided to cancel the -
rangement.  The contract had not been
signed by the company.  No outside pres-
sire was brought to bear upon the Govern-
tent 1o induce them to eancel. No com-
peusation was paid to the company as a
result of the cancellation. Mr. Nevanas
had acquired £63.000 worth of material
required for the ereetion of ihe works.
e offered this to the Grovernment at cost
plus five per cent. on the purchase price.
The matter was referred to the Chief
Arehitect, who reported that the material
was Needed anmd thal if the Goverument
haed to buv similar material on the 1st
July—ahout the date of s report—it
would cost them about £13,000 more. The
Chief Architect slronely recommended
the purchase on the hasis of five per cent.
ecommission, and the recommendation was
approved. The works are now being con-
structed departmentally. Efforts will be
made by the Government to obviate delays
in unloading at Wyndham, and thus ve-
duece the cost of the works.

PAPERS—RETIREMENT OF PUB-
TIC SERVANT.

Case of C. F. QGale.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan)
[443]: T move—

That «all papers in conneclion with
the retirement of Mr. C. F. Gale from
the position of Chief Inspector of
Aborigines be laid upon the Table.

T had proposed to embrace in my motion
a paragraph asking for the appoiniment
of a select committee, but it is not my
intenfion to proceed with that at the pre-
sent stage. I think it would not be fair
to ask members to vote in favour of a
select committee on this ecase until they
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have had an opporlunity to peruse the
documents, T am moving for the papers
in this case because I feel, rightly or
wrongly, thal an injustice has been done,
first of all {o ihe State by losing the ser-
vices of a wost eapable, painstaking, effi-
cien{, and experienced officer, without
any compensating saving, if indeed any
saving eould eompensate the State, for
sieh loss of services, The second reason
is because I feel that the civil serviee as
a whole is beiny disconraged to the
ubmost possihle extent by the faet that
officers who have given the greater pari
of their lives to loyal serviece ave apt to
meet with a fale such as that which has
hefallen Mr, Gale, My third reason is
becanse I feel that a gross injustice has
heen done to Mr. Gale himself. These
shor(ly are my reasons, and I do not in-
tend to enlarge upon them now in mov-
ing for the papers which 1 feel sure will
corroborate the statements [ have made.
When T mave, at a sohsequent Aate, for
a seleet committee, after hon. members
have availed themselves of ihe oppor-
tunity to look through the papers, as 1
hope they will do, T will proceed to give
more amyle reasons.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [4.45]: I do not
tnlend to oppose The motion. In faet |
have broughl the papers bearimg on Lhe
retiretent nlong with me, and I propose
in lay them on the table of the House i
order that hen. members may be in a
Position to ascertain the facts.

Hon, W. KINGSMILL {Metropolitan
—in reply) [446]: T wish to exercise
my vight of reply only to thank the
feader of the House for his courtesy.

Question put and passed.

The Colonial Secretary laid the papers
on the fahie.

BILL—ADOPTION OF CHILDREN
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Ceatral) [4.47] in moving

ihe seecond reading said: I wish to point
out that this amending Bill is necessary
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owing to the blunder, apparently, of a
printer in the first place, and the over-
sicht of a reader m the second place.
Several words have been omitied in the
interpretation of “adopted child” in Sec-
tion 2 of the principal Aet, and conse-
quently the interpretation i that Act
reads absolute nonsense.
Hon, W. Kingsmill: How did it re-
main undiscovered so long?
" The COLONIAT, SECRETARY: 1
suppose the measore was not adminis-
tered to any extent. The principal Act
is 60 Viet, No. 6 (1896). The para-
graph was intended to read, and proh-
ably in the draft was, as follows:—
“Adopted child” means any child
concerning whom an order of adoption
has been made as herein provided;
and “adopting parent” means any
person who is, by any such order of
adoption, as herein provided, anthor-
ised to adopt a child; and, in ease of
an order being made in favour of a
husband and wife on their joint appli-
cation, shall mean and inclnde both
hushand and wife.
In the print of the Act the words “has
been made as herein provided; and
‘adopting parent’ means any person who
is, by any sneh order of adoption” have
been omitted. I move—
That the Bili be now read a second
time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The COT.ONTAT, SECRETARY (Hon.

J. M. Drew—Central) [4.51]: I move—

That the House at s rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 17th August.

Question passed.

House adjourned at 4.52 p.m.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Legislative Hasombly,
Thursday, 5th August, 1915,

Paae
Papers preseoted 162
Questions : Agricu|t.uml development. Jute im-
portation .. 182
Chartercd steamer * N2, rent and conditions 162
Poizon artens, classificatlon .. 163
Expcdltmnury forces, leave of nbsencn to
Parliamentary officials .. 183
Bill: Fremantie Municipal Tmmwn}a und
Electric Lighting Act Amendmenb 1R. 163
Leave of absence .. o . 168
Address-in-reply, fourth d.ny .. o .. 163
The SPEAKER took the Chair at

4.30 p.m.,, and read prayers,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Return of receipis
and expendiiure of the Western Austra-
lian Govermment Railways for the quar-
ter ending 30th June, 1915. 2, Reports
under Sections 54 and 83 of the Govern-
ment Railways Act, 1004, for ihe quarter
ending 50th June, 1935,

QUESTION — AGRICULTURAL DE-

VELOPAMENT, JUTE IMPORTA-
TION,
Mr. HARRISON asked the Minister

for Agriculture: 1, Is it considered by
his department to be in the besi interests
of agricultaral development that the pre-
sent methods of selling jutes at Lhe value
of eontents conlained therein shoud be
continued? 2, What was the estimated
loss 1o the indusiry, taking the returns
for the 1913-14 harvest, under present
methods in respect to jutes for (a.)
wheat exported, with bags, say, at 7s. per
dozen, and wheat at 3s. per bushel on the
farm as mean values; (b.) wheat used
and milled in the State, taking similar
values; (¢.) chaff at £3 10s. per ton on
the farm and jutes at 6s. per dozen, with
an average of 28 bags to lhe ton?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: I would like to ask the
hon. gentleman to postpone this guestion
until next sitting.



